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Critics of Fire Truck Deal Demand City Rescind Purchase Action

¥

COUNC]L AWAITS HlTCHCOCK’S ing such a large crowd pvnhvnt’count of the truck's age

“the largest, T believe, ever to | Torrance should only buy brand-
RETURN BEFORE ACTING ON attend a council he | new equipment.”

said that he felt * s my Isen continued with a report
civie duty to open discussion | on what he said was the finan-
ADVICE GIVEN BY ClTlZENS fon the fire truck purchase at|cial background of the truck
¢ last meeting. deal. He d it was not a
“1 felt cash purchase as the document

(Continued from Page 1-A) Prewett  responded by ~;|3-w then that most people

. | believed the truc vas a new | pertaining to the deal was a
its members were  honest” i ing “1 told you to Kill it be-{ o T sin(.pu:(h(.“.;‘”,m,‘v of |rental agreement on which the
their efforts [cause it was dynamite—and 1| {peequipment has been reveal-|city has made the first pay
Murray's question addressed told that to Tolson, too.” Mul'-i.-d. it has become a topic of gen- |ment of $2,000, which will apply
to the citizen-critics of the deal|ray concluded his part in the|eral interest. I'm still of the|on the purchase price. He said
“why didn’t you give us any| proceedings by stating that “I'm|same opinion—that the city got|the lease must be renewed an-
welp when we were: considering just as anxious as you to get|a very poor buy. A great ,,mnyinually and by 1942, when the
uying the truck” was abruptly | this threshed out and cleaned | citizens have expressed opinions | 1ast payment is made, the truck
mswered by Attorney Isen who|up But I'd suggest you putlto me that the truek should b(.‘wm have cost the city a total
said: “We  didn't because  we your questions in writing.” | returned.” of $9,611.77.
lidn’t know anything about it.” Says it was Poor Buy 1 Quotes Former Chief “The need for new fire equip-
Murray then said he vecalled Isen, who opened the d\\(‘lh-( The attorney then read a |Mment is not so apparent or
alking to both Isen and Prew sion of the fire truck deal two!written statement from Ben |Pressing that we have to pay
tt before the negotiations were | weeks ago, again started the| Hannebrink, chief  of the city |for it on the ‘dollar down and
ompleted  “because  you asked Tu night debate.  After! fire department for 17 years|dollar a week basis',” the at-
ne about it.” "expressing his pleasure at sec-| (from 1916 to 1933) in which | torney declared. “Our city is
g = 'hiannom-mk stated he “seriously | Solvent, we can pay the

| doubted the need of a new truck
at the present time. The pres-

price and save financing cos
New Points Brought Out

INVESTIGATE NEW ADDITION

PACIFIC CREST CEMETERY | ent apparatus is sufficient and He then reviewed the his-

|if new equipment is needed I |tory of the truck as obtained

CREMATORY-MAUSOLEUM-COLUMBARIUM | would  recommend competitive | from  council records. This
Telephone Redondo 2338 182nd Street and Inglewood Avenue [f| Pids. I do not consider the|showed it was originally built

| purchase a good deal on ac

in 1932 and has been used as

Aut
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Spark Plugs
1st Plug . ... 49¢c
Next . ... 24¢
TWO for, ... 73¢

Additional Plugs
= 37c each
Guaranteed 20,000 Miles

Woven Fiber Cushion

with CATALINA Seat Covers
for Coupe or Roadster

CATALINA Waterproofed Woven

First . . ... 5315 Fiber Seat Covers fit smoothly

Next ... $1.57
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WHIPCORD BALLOON
BICYCLE
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First Tire . . . $1.89
Next .....94c
TWO for . . . $2.83

26x2.125 SIZE

America’s safest, most
beautiful bike tire.

GRILLE AND FENDER

GUARD
Rustproof
First Pair . . $1.89
" Next . .. 9%c
- TWO for .. $2.83

Chrome plated. Protects grille
or fender from damage.
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cially Hitered—One crank case
full will convince you that you
can’t buy better oil at any price!

Fiberglas insulation and Oxi-Vite
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.|a show truck in several Pacific

Coast cities; that it has had
portions of its equipment re-
moved at various times and
these replaced from the Mack

Truck factory. New points about
the truck brought out by Isen
were:

“The tires were manufactured
many, many years prior to
1929 . . . I think they un-
safe. The motor has three car
buretors on it. 1 think other
cities have made far better deals
in acquiring new fire
ment Inglewood. recently pur-
chased a La France 750-gallon

pumper which develops 1,000~
gallons per minute (the same
rated capacity as the city's
Mack—Ed.) for $9,400 less five

percent for cash Lynwood
bought a Seagraves at Colum-
bus, Ohio for $9,609.85. This will
be the first model of that make
on the coast and it is a 750-
gallon pumper that develops
1,000 gallons.

“The whole subject of our
pump truck resolves itself into
just what ™ difference there may
be in a 1932 product and a 1939
apparatus. I have obtained the
following statement
expert on fire trucks. 1 am
| withholding his name at his re-
quest at this time but if neces-
sary I can get his permission
to reveal it.”

Don’t Want Old Truck

This statement pointed out
the improvements to body de-
signs of fire truck-—streamline
effects which protect miscellan-
eous equipment; lighter and
stronger metals in use today,
complete cab enclosures which
protect firemen in wet weather;
lighter and stronger chassis de-

sign; improved motors that de-
velop greater horsepower and
better pump equipment that

make a 750-gallon machine cap-
| able of equalling the older 1,-
000-gallon types.

Isen declared he was
vinced the Mack truck can be
returned to the dealer. “The
deal is not a popular one and
it should be dropped. Then open
the purchase of a new truck to
competitive bidding.  That is
what we're here for
We don't want that old truck.”

Introduced by Isen as a Navy
man of 20 years’' service, B. M.
Prewett continued the discus-
sion by stating he wanted to
“correct an erroneous statement
in the Herald. 1 did not say
two ' 'weeks ago that the Mack
truck now in the city fire de-
partment broke down on a test
run in San Dicgo. I only asked
the council if that was true. It
was a question, not a statement
of fact. I was merely quoting
a report I heard.”

con-

last weck’'s Herald as having a
written  statement from the
Mack Truck company that the
truck’s mechanism did not break
down in San Diego under a test,
and had never been in the pos-
session of the San Diego fire
department.)

“I want to ask the council
‘What guarantee on this truck
accoimpanies its purchase?”
iPr(-wr‘u questioned. “I can find
| no mention of a guarantee. Yet
| the same truck was offered to
| Gardena—and turned down
| with an unconditional three-year
guarantce at the same price
we're. paying for it. Why has
the truck three carburctors on

FEDCO LAYING COOP

Houses 20 layers. No nests, no roosts,
Cuts housing labor and feed 50%.
Better result, less disease. For Copy-
righted Blue Print send $1.00. Lit. free.

equip- |

from an |

tonight. |

(Mayor Tolson was quoted in|

“put it in writing,”

Tuesday night concerning
much-criticised Mack pump

1. What is the guarantee on
this truck incorpotated in

| the purchase contract?

‘ . What year was the motor

| manufactured now in this

I

| truck? } waive the new rule requir-

{ i i Il assemblies to be

“ 3. When was it installed in ,:Ed:“ the ,::ﬂm,v.r °
this truck? .

|| & it wns ita or|glnnl-1”' iy Jas [ new Sk

, 9 L
1 s ':;),‘:“:p‘:l‘;: ;:“l:::",? from show purposes as stated in
| carbiivetors? | the seller's letter to the
6. How many miles had thls' munﬂl,' why ‘“:"“ ':I "“‘:‘l“'_

motor been driven prior mp u?d mo(::rm”“ :lno ::'

| to its delivery to Torrance? £ ° d

| How many pumping hours put new piston rings In

1
‘ had it been run?

14 Queries About Mack |
Pumper Put In Writing

In accordance with Mayor Tolson’s suggestion to
B. M. Prewett yesterday submitted
a copy of the 14 questions he asked the city council

ment. These were: »

mechanical features of the
truck for the fire depart-

equipment assembled on
‘ an old 1932 frame and
wheels, was permission re-
ceived from the National
l Board of Underwriters to

the motor?

who has been in the automobile
business for 18 years, Ed

Thompson told the council: “I
don't think you knew much
about that truck. But it's the

same proposition as a man who
has been dead for 10 years and
came back to life ~he wouldn't
look the same. That's the con-
dition of your fire truck. If you
want, I'll be glad to show you

how to return that truck and
I believe the Mack people will
refund your money less the
rental cost. If they don't take

it back, then give it back to
them and we citizens will stand
the $2,000 lost on the deal’

After inquiring if there were
any more comiments and none
being offered, Mayor Tolson

his statement.

Eliminated Tax Increase

“I'm glad the people are show-
ing an interest in the affairs
of the city. If I wasn't a city
official and 1 saw that ad in

the paper (referring to the ad-
vertisement  published in it
week's Herald by the “Citizens’

|are reported in detail elsewhere
(on this page.) He queried the
council as to its registration as
a demonstrator and stated that

“the Firestone tire serial man
in Los Angeles doesn't know
when the tires on the truck

were made but he told me they
have not been made in that size
since 1929
Claims Much Travelling

When questioned about a
“thump” in the motor by Prew-
ctt, Ed Thompson, local auto
dealer, said he distinetly heard
| the knock and agreed with
| Prewett that “it sounded like
'jthn con rod.”
|

“I see ino reason why we
should obligate ourselves for
time payments on equipment for
the city,” Prewett declared. “I
believe the deal should be abro-
gated. Buy a new truck even
if you have to pay $15,000 for
it

A. D. Stevenson, former fire
chief who was discharged from
service Dec. 21, 1988, said he
also “investigated the fire truck

and believes the city made a
| very poor deal” He declared
| Monrovia  purchased a new

| pumper of 750-gallon capacity
for $8,650 delivered. When he
stated that he heard the Mack
“had been driven from Chicago
to San Francisco to Seattle and
Portland” Mayor Tolson asked
him to write a letter to the
council giving the sources of his

information concerning this
traveling. Stevenson sald it
would be hard for him to do

this because truck company of-
ficials would not give this in-
formation to an “outsider.”
Suggests Committee
Questioned by Isen, John
Stroh, director of public safety
in charge of both police and fire
department, said that the pres-
ent motor in the Mack truck is

FEDCO COMPANY  Rosemead,

not the original engine, that the

THE
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| Hours: 9 to

DR. W. J. HARRISON'M.D.

PHYSICIAN and SURGEON
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OPENING
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FOR THE PRACTICE OF
MEDICINE and GENERAL and INDUSTRIAL

Evenings By Appointment
TELEPHONE 1088

OF OFFICES

GERY

12, 2to b

cessful eandidate for city coun-
cil in 1938 and National Supply
employee, opined that the pur-
chase of the truck “sounds like
we've paid or intend to pay the
price of a new truck for an old
one. If we can get a new truck
for $12,000 we should do that
| rather than pay for a second-
hand one.”

Later Raymond suggested the
creation of a special committee

to go into the truck deal. “It's
hard to work out and decide
Just what to do in helping ‘a
city council which is reluctant
to take action, but I propose
| that we get some qualified truck
salesmen, Mr. Isen and a com-

mittee of local men who under-
stand motors to get the facts
and figures and work out a
solution. The taxpayers don't
want this old truck.”

Favors Reconsideration

Ed Thompson, in reply to Ray-|
mond’s suggestion, pointed out |
that “I don't believe you will|
get any salesmen from any other |
agency to come and serve on|
such a committee because that
isn't being done.”

“Why can't we give the truck
back?" Isen persisted. “Why
can’t you (referring to the city
council) look at it our way?
Let's start all over again, con-
tact the Mack Truck people and
get rid of this old (-qulplm-n(.‘
Who's going to be hurt. 1 want |
to see the taxpayers get a full |
100 cents on the dollar.

Councilman Powell
the discussion by saying he ap-
preciated the interest shown
by the large crowd present-
“it shows that a spirit of dem-
ocracy still exists in Amer
If the people take an interest
in government, you'll have good

government.  We're your scr-
vants. I'm in favor of recon-
sidering this proposition when
the council is in the whole

again.”
Thompson Offers Help
But Isen insisted on immed-
iate action, saying: “I can't see
any reason to postpone the
thing a month or six weeks. It's
going to ¢ost us money.”

| sentatives of
“.,v,m,.-‘.dl manufacturers and they told me

| so it

Investigating  Committee”  urg-
|| 8 What year was the pump|!3. Has '":‘I:d feuck "‘:l' been ||, nti-ndnfnro at the T\wsml;{y
| manufactured and when|  registe eordance with |[night council session) T would

was it installed? [ htmm?' In ceordance WAI 11 have been here like the rest of
/| 9 What vacuum does ".h‘ the California Motor Ve- || =

| pump  develop at 120/ bicle requirement, which ||° “When the muni budget
| pounds pressure? ) m“lm‘ the registration was set up in July, a small
|| 10. How many hours had it of all s and || $3,650, was put aside
i been operated prior to de-| payment of sales tax? for fire department equipment
‘ livery to Torrance? | 14. When were the tires In- | The council had no idea at that
|| 11, If this was mnew triek| stalled on this truck? time of acquiring any fire
|2 . trucks. Then we got prices on
| necessary repairs to our pres-
it? T tell you why—it's|change was made in 1934, ( "n-n( cquipment  and  found it

‘souped up’ the same as a rac-|Clerk A. H. Bartlett, at the re | woulg cost about $2,000
ing car. I'm afraid if you|quest of Isen, re-read the letter “About that time the Mack
were driving it at high speed |from the Mack Truck company | ek company contacted  us
it might snap a crankshaft.” \v_hich detailed the ('quipn.m‘nt'hmnd proposed that we take this
The ex-Navy man continued F"-""O"Y_-”‘“V“ 1932 and affirmed | 1900-gallon Type 95 Mack punp
by asking further questions-|it was in excellent condition and | or i such a way that we would
most of which he answered him-|aPproved by the Board of Fire| ot have to upset our budget
self—concerning the mechanical | Underwriters. You realize, don't you that an
features of the truck. (These Howard P. Raymond, unsuc-|expenditure of $8.000 would mean

about
rate?

four cems on the tax
No “High-Pressure”

“We discussed the matter for
six wecks or two months, run
ning down every report for or
against the truck offered us.
Mr. Hitchcock and Mr. McGuire
put in considerable work inves-
tigating it and the whole coun
cil questioned the Los Angeles
manager of the Mack Truck
company and concluded it was a
good truck.

“We have letters from the
company that the equipment is
the same type, same in all de-
tails, performance and design,
as trucks of current manufac-
ture. So we went wead and
made the lease arvangements. A
$2,000 payment was not exorb-
itant to pay for such equipment

for a year—I know what truck
rentals are.
“So far as the salesmanship

in the deal is concerned, 1 want
to tell you that there was no
‘high-pressure’ exerted by the
Mack Truck company. The truck
was tested by the Board of Fire
Underwriters and found cap-
able of pumping a little more
than 1,000 gallons per minute
as required. 1 talked with rep-
resentatives of the Board and
they have since told me that
the truck will perform as speci-
fied.
Raps Rumor-Ru
“I've also talked with
other fire

s
repre-
truck
the city made a good buy
appears just a difference
of opinion on the part eof some
of our citizens here. I'm satis-
fied now that we got a good
deal. I know what I'm talking
about. I know the Mack Truck
}(-umpzm_y because I have dealt
| with the firm for yc , buying
1n|y first Mack truck in 1915
and that firm doesn't misrepre-
sent."”

Tolson then quoted the prices
paid in Signal Hill (for a Sca-
graves) $13,946.20 and Hunting-
}lon Park (also for a Seagraves),

ternative bid

| $14,960 with an
of $10,680. Noting an under-
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